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EDITORIAL
R. G. Van Treuren, rgvant@juno.com

Box 700, Edgewater FL 32132-0700

Your editor is known among “helium heads”
to have two positions that defy “conventional
wisdom.” I'm continuing to sound off about
one of those in the history pages, even if I
ruffle the feathers of one or two members.
Sorry, but I believe there is compelling
evidence there were more blimp vs.
submarine encounters than the published
histories detail. I was not the first to feel that
way well before the average person knew the
10th Fleet even existed, let alone that they’d
kept combat records secret for more than 50
years. If you disagree, spell out why, don’t
just nay-say. If you agree it’s worth a look,
we could sure use some help if you live near
an archive or would be willing to sponsor a
National Archives professional searcher.

On that subject, I continue to suggest that the
NAA officially petition the Navy for
commendations for the crew of the K-34, the
only blimp we’d so far found to have attacked
and driven off a U-boat (the U-107) thereby
saving the freighter she was escorting. (If you
missed our account of the action in NAMF
Foundation years ago, send me a s.a.s.e and
I’ll send you a zerox.) Jack Hely IV fought
his ship in the best tradition, perhaps even
ushering in the new age of airship-vs-sub
warfare, aiming with sensors alone. We have
the rest of the crew’s names after locating the
10th Fleet action report (rated “I”, a non-sub!)
and feel it’s high time the crew, even if all are
long gone, deserve recognition for a job well
done. If anyone knows their way around the
Washington paper path, please speak up.

THE NOON BALLOON
Volunteer Staff

Contributing Editors: NAA Members
Cover Artist: Bo Watwood

www.navyblimps.tripod.com
Editor: Richard G Van Treuren

www.airshiphistory.com
Publisher: David R. Smith

www.gyzep.com

If our cover illustration has caused you a great
deal of thought, that was the idea. As you read
‘Cover Story’ on page 10, remember our
efforts don’t always have to be 100% stuffy
history, but we might be permitted the
occasional flight of fancy. I commissioned the
work from our noted science fiction artist
Cortney Skinner, who had already
volunteered several of the illustrations on the
videos and books. Nelson Grills said Cort’s
painting of K-74 vs. U-174 was the most
accurate depiction he’d ever seen.

On behalf of our hardworking publisher
David Smith, I wish to thank our members for
the more than a dozen letters of support and
approval for our first issue (#70). With our
second effort now in your hands, we
introduce the ‘Pigeon Cote.’ This hopefully
will soon be our largest regular section as
members e-mail or write in with their
discussion, comment and images. You will
have to bear with your editor and the team as
we try to cram all this into the confines of
desktop publishing and conventional printing.
Sometimes placing an item in a committee
report or elsewhere rather than the letter
section might simply be a question of “all the
news that fits.”

Detailed and illustrated articles e-mailed by
readers are of utmost importance to a healthy
organization, and now is the time for every
member to be such an activist. You can start
with the mystery photos printed on the inside
covers: what are we looking at? (See “History
Committee” for the few details we have.)
Don’t assume someone will write in with
what you take for granted everyone would
already know. I am reminded of getting
everyone together at a Reunion to show some
LTA films from the Rosendahl collection. As
the members watched someone step down an
open-air stair from an M-ship in flight, while
tending what looked like a fuzzy beach ball
and some sort of angle iron square box
framework, no one had any idea what was
being shown. Let us hear it!
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LTA program, our best chance of perpetuating
our Naval Airship Association is to enlist our
family members, children and grandchildren, to
swell our ranks and promote the NAA
objectives. As the navy expands their LTA
program, and I am one of those who believe
they will, we will be able to attract new
members from their ranks. In fact, I think it is
our duty to insure that we have a vibrant NAA
to provide a “home” for the developing LTA
community in the navy.

Now about The Noon Balloon! The summer
2006 edition was nothing short of spectacular.
Richard Van Treuren and David Smith
combined to produce a newsy and attractive
newsletter and I salute their effort and their
marvelous results. I did get to review the text
of TNB before it went to press, but I was
surprised and pleased by the outstanding way it
all came together with color photos and all the
rest. I hope you all have enjoyed that issue and
will enjoy this one as well. It is our aim to
publish at least four issues each year – Summer,
Fall, Winter and Spring. In addition, it may be
in the cards to publish a special issue just for
reunion news – probably early in 2007.

I’ve got to close it off for now or our editor will
climb my back for being to long-winded, but let
me reiterate – CIRCLE THE DATES
SEPTEMBER 1 1 THROUGH 13
SEPTEMBER 2007 ON YOUR CALENDAR
AND PLAN TO ATTEND “NAA REUNION
2007” IN LAKEHURST, NJ.

- Bob Ashford, NAA President

It seems like only yesterday I was addressing
my first message to you as President of the
Naval Airship Association to be published in
The Noon Balloon. I’m shocked to realize that
it was a little over three months ago that I was
writing that first column. However, I am
exceptionally pleased that another issue of The
Noon Balloon (TNB) is on its way.

I suppose the most newsworthy item, and one
which I hope will please you, is the plan for our
2007 reunion. I prematurely announced in the
last issue of TNB that we would be holding our
reunion in May of 2007 in Pensacola. For a
number of reasons the preliminary plans did not
pan out and we switched to “Plan B.” (Ed.
Note: Turn to “Ready Room” on page 26.)

On a serious note, I would like to discuss with
all of you the membership of the NAA. Each
year, and 2006 is no exception, we lose a
significant percentage of our membership due to
deaths and declining interest. Sadly, we can do
nothing about the passing of many of our
members, especially those who flew airships in
WWII. However, on the bright side we do gain
a few new members each year, many of these
being persons with a passion for LTA or a
passing interest in the subject. We need to
uncover a pool of interest from which we can
draw new and younger blood into the NAA or
we are going to become a sad memory in a
decade or two. The NAA Executive Council
has batted this problem about at our last council
meeting in February 2006. We did not solve the
problem, but it will be a prime agenda item for
our next council meeting on the 9th of October
2006. I submit that the membership problem
can best be solved by the membership. The
Executive Council can sit around a table and
wring their hands about the problem solution,
but the answer, I think, lies with each one of
you. I honestly believe that we have a
bottomless pool of potential new members.

Most every one of you has a son(s) or
daughter(s) who have heard many of our LTA
“sea stories” in your home. How about asking
your kids to join the NAA? Actually, until the
Navy once again gets well into a much larger

View From The Top:
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A b h f i

Ed. caption: NAA member Ross Wood atop his
ZPG-2W at NAS Lakehurst in 1959.
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Letters to the Editor via e-mail (preferred), or wrapped
on avian legs, are edited for length and content.

E-mail from Al Hoffman, Shawnee Mission,
KS: "...I was at NAS Santa Ann the night the
K-51 burned and crashed. Although I was not
involved in the rescue efforts or the clean up I
was privy to all the speculation as to the cause
of the crash. It's my recollection that, at the
time, the accepted explanation was that Pryor
Hess, the pilot, had to dump fuel in order to
land and he failed to wait long enough for the
fumes to vacate the cabin before starting the
APU. I don't recall the siphoning explanation
surfacing back then. I enjoy the Noon Bal-
loon. Keep it going."

E-mail from Al Robbins, Ind. IN: “Bravo
Zulu gentlemen, I don't know if they still give
awards for best publications, but your spring
issue should be a runaway winner.
Outstanding composition, excellent
photography, interesting news; I hadn't seen
hardly anything regarding the Navy's 170. I
was sorry to learn the sad fate of the
Snowbird. The topside living quarters were
unique, and it would have been nice to have
the old nose wheel and ladder entrance. We
stripped out the large Pelorus compass behind
the co-pilot's seat before the 1957 record
attempt; I always wondered if it was
reinstalled later. They wouldn't let me visit
the carcass during our reunion."

Letter from Warren E. Grant, Winter Haven
FL: “An All-Nav” in September, 1941
announced the first cadet class of LTA would
be convened October 1, 1941 at Lakehurst,
400 of the 1000 in the ‘cadet’ pool at the new
NAS Corpus Christi signed up. We had
previously completed HTA elimination
training elsewhere, were still seamen 2nd

class, waiting to become cadets and to fly
(only 2 advanced trainers were available –
SNJ’s), I was one of the 20 from NAS Atlanta
38 graduated in April ’42 and received their
‘wings,’ commission and assignment to
squadrons on the East and West coast. After
service at Elizabeth City (NC) and Glynco

Pigeon Cote

(GA) I was transferred to Houma (LA). In
November, 1943 my flight crew received
orders for Brazil. After arrival at Maceio,
Brazil, our initial mission was to deliver the
first ship to Fernando de Noranh, a Brazilian
possession known as the ‘Rock,’ some 200
miles off the coast.

The enclosed photo [above] of the island was
taken by Dick Hearty, one of our officers.
The other officers of the crew from bottom to
top – Horne, Warren Savant, John David
K e e s . Congratulations on your first
publication, great job.”

Letter from John F. Rice, Canon, CA: "...A
Mr. Bill Copland (ZP-22) discussed with you
about a Central American Blimp Base...
Actually the blimp base was 'La Chorrera'
located on the south side of the Panama
Isthmus...Pacific side... Gulf of Panama... The
other duties of the airship was patrolling the
canal from Pacific to Atlantic, and daylight
sub patrol off the Atlantic coast of Panama. It
was great duty! This is a good opportunity to
voice my opinion about the airship bases
news article. I don’t believe I have noticed
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any news topics about ZP-21 Richmond. ZP-
21 was the largest LTA base in the US Navy
with 25 patrol blimps including three of the
four M-ships... Commander Cope was the
Squadron CO and ZP21 operated six
detachments as follows: Banana River, FL;
Key West (Astraland), FL; Isles de Pines,
Cuba; San Julian, Cuba; Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba; La Chorrea, Panama. ZP-21 Richmond
had some of the finest officers and enlisted
men I was privileged to fly with - the top-of-
the-line Naval Personnel. I was in Blimp
Class 01-01-43... graduated later part of
March '43 and arrived ZP-21 early April. My
very first flight on ZNPK-44 on April 10,
1943 of 12.1 hours. Command pilot was
McLendon. My duties as crew was radio
/radar/MAD and at times scheduled on the
rudder. I had the privilege as a crewmember
with command pilot LTJG Broedling for 15
months. He was subsequently transferred to
Recefi Brazil, he was a great pilot... I have a
suggestion.. it would be helpful to know the
location of [a squadron’s] base..."

(Ford Ross has come through for us Richmond
fans [see ‘WITH OUR SHORE ESTABLISH-
MENTS’] and we’ll try to be more complete.)

E-mail from Don Morris, Pismo Bch, CA:
"Just a note to complement you on the last
issue of the Noon Balloon. It was filled with
interesting stories and historical facts. Your
magazine made me realize I have about 30
pictures from 1953 to 1957 that reflect life in
the world of Airships at Glynco NAS and
Lakehurst NAS.

In the old, old Navy days of 1953 we made
our carrier landings and then we had the
choice of the type of flying duty we wanted to
transfer into. i.e. Marine Helicopter, Navy Jet,
Navy Multiple engine or Airships. Along with
several of my classmate we choose to go to
Glynco NAS and learn to fly airships. I served
in ZP-3 at Lakehurst NAS back in 1953-1957
and stayed in the reserve and retired with 42
years of service and as a CDR… I would
guess there are not many of us alive today.

I was the Physical Training and Athletic
Teams Officer of the ZP-3 squadron. We had
some great athletes in ZP-3 and we usually
won all the Lakehurst NAS Base team sports
including basketball, softball, swimming, etc.
We had a few officers participate but it was
our excellent enlisted crews that were the key
to winning..."

Letter from Robert F. Martin, NY NY:
"From some time in April 1961 through
November 1968, I was engaged a good part of
my time in preparing and presenting the
defense of Goodyear Aircraft Corporation to
wrongful death actions arising out of the crash
of ZPG-3W BuNo 144242 on July 6, 1960. In
the course of that work we read perhaps
150,000 pages of our client's 3W files and
copied some 80,000 pages. I enclose a June
1960 report on blimp accidents of the Navy
Air Safety Center which may shed some light
on issues mentioned in your section of the
latest Noon Balloon....
...I have been writing a book about the 3W
crash... I [need help] in locating photographs
of LCDR Ronal S. Jones, USNR 436672-



6

6

E-mail from Robert G. Duff, Pensacola, FL:
“I’d like to add a little light or maybe more
confusion to the ‘Mystery 5K Accidents’
discussed in the recent Noon Balloon.

First let me say that I am one of the
ardent supporters of the ZS2G-1, having had
106 flights in ZP-2 and 55 at AT&D
Lakehurst. I was a junior pilot in the first
crew trained at ZP-2 in the ZS2G-1. The
initial delivery was BuNo137486. It had some
faults that were corrected in subsequent
airships. The major problem was the constant
speed drive kicking off on take off and
landing. This was the sole source for 400
cycle current on 486, which meant that the
beta system would not work in automatic.
Like other machines, they should not be
blamed with errors made by personnel
maintaining or operating them, nor results of
hazardous weather.

The accident in NC happened shortly
after I arrived at Lakehurst. My understanding
of the accident was that the autopilot was
engaged on this night flight, with a pilot in the
seat. As the ground elevation slowly
increased, it coincided with the altitude at
which the autopilot was set. The on duty pilot
was apparently not cross checking the Radar
Altimeter or observing outside the cockpit.

The accident of the lightning strike -
information that I got was that with thunder-
storm present, the airship “kited” rupturing
the fuel cell and tearing the APU loose
igniting the fuel.

I believe the airship nose down and
listing accident was the one in Bermuda.
They had come out to one of the carriers
(don’t remember which one although I was
aboard) to evaluate an in-flight remaining
system. I was project officer of this and was
aboard the carrier. This system used a
constant tension winch on the deck, with the
airship winch working against it. This was
similar in concept to the highline system of
surface ships. There was 50+ kts of wind
which negated any attempts to hook up. The
airship could not make it back to Glynco, so
headed for Bermuda. In attempting to put the
airship on the mast the nose pennant was

1315, who was in the summer of 1960
Aviation Safety Officer on the staff of Airship
Wing One and the Counsel to the Board of
Investigation, Captain Michael Burns, USN
084017/1310, then Chief of Staff, Fleet Air
Wing Three, and a member of the Board of
Investigation, and Captain James F. Parker,
USN 080913/1510, then Aircraft Material
Officer on the staff of the Commander, Air
Force, Atlantic Fleet, and a member of the
Board of Investigation, as well as VADM
William J. Rees, then Commander, Air Force,
Atlantic Fleet, and RADM Thurston B. Clark,
then Commander, Fleet Air Wings, Atlantic
Fleet...

(Many thanks to Mr. Martin for the document that
does indeed list many (but not all!) of those
mystery 5K accidents, we'll try to put something
together for a future issue. Can anyone help with
the photos William needs?)

From William F. Sargent, Plymouth, MA, to
and fwded. via Pete Brouwer: “…I regret I
was too young to remember the airships at So
Weymouth clearly. I grew up next to the Air
Station and went to Boot Camp their before
going on active duty in the late 60s. I served
their again as a Reserve in the 70s. I am
presently on the Executive Board of the
Weymouth Historical Society and am
researching the Naval Air Station for the
Society. (Before the local towns turn it into a
housing development) I hope you are
enjoying FL. Plymouth is about the same as it
always has been; except more people...”

(Mr. Sargent provided this caption: NAS So
Weymouth, MA Building One LTA Hangar One 18
Nov 1966 [view of west end being dismantled looking
east] USN Photo from Station Caretakers Office, 2005)
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entangled in the mast structure. The decision
was made to rip the ship

The RUNAWAY BLIMP at Lakehurst
was caused by maintenance error. This airship
was being rigged for a boundary layer project
by Dr Raspit from MS State University. He
and his associate would be loaded in the
upper fin, before undocking. In-flight they
would extend telescoping probes out various
distances to determine the boundary layer.
When the fin was re installed after being
modified to accommodate them, the control
cables were reversed. This resulted in jammed
controls on takeoff. The airship was brought
down with no damage, the cables rigged
properly and the project completed.

I had not heard of Jim Kissick’s
adventure.

I have flown ZSG, ZS2G, and ZPG,
and I would prefer the ZS2G for handling,
control, maneuverability. There is no mystery.
If the ZS2G-1 had been properly maintained
and operated it was a superb ASW Airship.
During my 3 years at Lakehurst, a ZPG hit
hangar 3, a ZPG2W hit hangar 1, a ZPG 2W
hit the roof of a base house, one ZPG 3W
deflated at South Weymouth while docking
and one ZPG 3W crashed off Barnegat Light
with loss of the crew. I hope this clears up
some of the mystery.”

Another ‘5k’ E-mail from (lost last name)
Vern: “I have just received my latest issue of
"The Noon Balloon" and want to add my
congratulations (I am certain you've received
many already!) for an excellent job well done.
Imagine my surprise when I opened the front
cover sheet and found a COLOR photograph.
I also want to add a little information to your
discussion of "Mystery 5K Accidents." I was
among the ground handlers when CDR James
Kissick's airship went out of control. Several
years ago the local newspaper here in
Bullhead City, AZ, requested personal stories
from veterans for a special issue to
commemorate Veteran's Day. I wrote of my
experience in attempting to land the crippled
5K that CDR Kissick was flying. For your
file/information, I will attach a copy of my

story. In addition, I will also attach a file
containing the newspaper article mentioned in
my story. It comes from the "Washington
Post" newspaper and is datelined.

Finally, I was a involved in one of your 5K
mystery mishaps. On a routine training flight
out of Glynco one morning, we suddenly
discovered that we were getting heavy.
Unable to control the unexplained loss of
helium, we began to lighten ship and headed
inland for the base. As a last resort we even
cut away the dummy sonar fish at the rear of
the gondola. We did not reach the base, but
crashed into the pine forest northeast of the
Naval Air station. I have still in my 'memento'
collection a one-foot section of the red rip
cord from that airship. On page III-9 of
James R. Shock's book U.S. NAVY Pressure
Airships: 1915-1962 there appears this entry
which I think alludes to the above crash: "It
landed in trees and deflated at Glynco, GA,
on 21 July 1958.  Cheers,  Vern”

(E-bungling lost us Vern’s last name, and we
only got the one attachment! [Recovering from
a bad motherboard was a month long odyssey
here.] Anyway CDR Kissick had related that the
official report differed from the real world, as
no doubt did most accidents, so such discussion
is vital. For example, that assessment stated the
pilot should have used differential power to
recover, but this was impossible with the Beta
system malfunctioning. Again Dave and I
appreciate the kind words, and let’s keep the
LTA discussion going strong.) Ω
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(Ed. caption: Maybe the survivors would want
gold – but this K-5 crew is lowering a first aid kit
before anything else.)

Thank you for your cooperation.

Peter F. Brouwer, Treasurer
1950 SW Cycle St.
Port St. Lucie  FL  34953-1778

Phone: 772-871-9379,
Fax: 772-621-8769
E-Mail:  peterfbrouwer@bellsouth.net

- Peter F. Brouwer, Treasurer

TREASURER’S STRONGBOX

September 2006

Here we are in the month of September
already; time sure flies by when you are
having fun. Our association is doing fine at
this point; but we now need to focus on
increasing our membership. Some of our
members have helped in this matter by
referring their fellow crew members.
Everyone in our association can lend a
helping hand in this important matter. We are
at the stage with our present membership that
we must encourage others, possibly non-navy
rela ted, chi ldren, grand-chi ldren,
acquaintances and people that are interested
in flying. I need not have to remind all of you
that once “WE” are gone, that will be it as far
as the original flight and various ground and
support crews of L.T.A.

I have been working on a better method of
communicating with our members concerning
the collection of the yearly annual dues. I will
try to simplify the manor in which dues are
collected. You will be notified by letter in
December that your annual dues are due. It is
important that dues be paid at this time so as
to eliminate further costly mailings. I hope
that it will not be necessary to send too many
follow-up notices.

Please note that this December 2006 mailing
will be for those who need to pay their 2007
membership dues. With the changes this
year, some of you have sent duplicate checks
and your membership has been updated to
2007, and in some instances to ‘08, ’09, etc.
These folks will not be receiving a letter. If
you are uncertain as to your membership
status, please feel free to call me.

(Editor’s Note: Due to a mis-communication, issue #70’s wrapper did not include SMALL STORES, obviously
important on the positive side of our balance sheet. We regret the error, and hopefully it will from this point
forward be handy on the wrapper so one can tear it off and mail it to George Allen when so desired. Note to the
collectors: some patches are already sold out, as are the envelopes; when the existing stock of patches are gone,
they will not be offered again!   In reference the treasury,  see also “Black Blimp.”)
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NMNA LIAISON

NMNA Photos via Mort Eckhouse

First things, LTA of course, first. The L-8
Ghost Ship restoration continues to progress
nicely. The exterior painting has been
completed. The interior looks like the ship is
just standing by for an "UP SHIP" command
from the Ground-handling Officer. It turns out
that the landing gear assembly took more time
and effort to reproduce than one would have
thought. That "basic" single apparatus required
more research and head scratching than almost
everything else. But, it's now complete and will
be installed when the ship is placed in the LTA
area. Also waiting for that occasion is the
installation of the engines, outriggers and
cowling which have been restored and/or
replicated. The car's move from the
Restoration hangar to the LTA exhibit area is
awaiting the receipt of a new fork lift which
will lift the car up to the mezzanine and in
position with greater safety than ever.

I'm pleased to be able to report that with the
advent of the new tourist season coinciding with
the increase in available hotel/motel rooms in
the Pensacola Bay Area our visitation has
shown signs of increasing over the previous two
year drop caused by our '04 and '05 hurricanes.
Our spirits are up likewise.

Two exciting new major exhibits have been
placed in service. One is a Bob Hope
presentation. Through the generosity of his
family in loaning the Museum many of his
Navy centric memorabilia, a wonderful three
dimensional tribute has been introduced. It
displays Mr. Hope standing on the deck of an
aircraft carrier, his back to the island with

numerous crew members overlooking him, a
golf club in his hand, speaking many of his
familiar routines. Displayed in cabinets around
the exhibit center are many of his artifacts
garnered during his Fleet visits. This one is a
real grabber!

Did you know that United States Naval
Aviation was the first U. S. military to proceed
to Europe in WW I? Presenting this is a major
new exhibit that is a full life scale reproduction
of a World War I air field such as the U.S. Navy
occupied in France. The exhibit is complete
with appropriate aircraft, working spaces, of
course a muddy runway segment and many,
many original artifacts of the era. All done by
the in-house talent of the Museum staff as was
the Bob Hope exhibit.

You may be interested in know that there are
over 400 active volunteers working in the
NMNA. They alone cover the Information
Desk, Tour Guides, Security, Home Front,
Modelers, Library/Archives (with the exception
of the Historian) as well as the Volunteer
Coordinator and his Secretary/assistant/girl
Friday. There are over 35 Restoration
Volunteers doing hands on work along side the
small Restoration Staff. With the exception of
restoration these volunteers must put in a
minimum of two 4+ hour watches a month.
Many work more. The restoration volunteer
crew works a minimum of two 6-7 hour days a
week. Again, many work more. Talk about
dedication!

That wraps me up for this edition of the NB.
Remember to visit the web site at www.naval-
air.org when you get a chance. CAVU wishes
to all of you.  -Mort Eckhouse
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generation of 21st Century LTA "Sky
Sailors." The Navy, continuing the numerical
designation begun more than 40 years ago, has
declared the new A-170 is officially MZ-3A
with Bu No 167811.

As NAES Lakehurst has grown in exciting new
directions with exciting new roles, the Navy
Lakehurst Historical Society has been a
welcome and eager participant and repository
for the accolades that continue to accrue in its
85-year tradition of "Service to the Fleet -A
Heritage of Excellence." Ω

Ben DeBolt MFHS, reports: "The ‘war’ to
preserve Moffett Field's historic Hangar One is
not yet over but an important ‘battle’ was won
for the fight to prevent its demolition. In late
July the Navy announced i t will
issue a revised Environmental Evaluation and
Cost Analysis (EE/CA) of demolition or
preservation options for Hangar One and will
seek additional public comment after the new
draft is released. Why did this happen? After
the first attempt by the Navy to file
an EE/CA back in May they realized they had
very strong public concerns and new
information. These reactions included a letter
by Congresswoman Anna Eshoo to the Sec-
retary of the Navy, which contained the
suggestion of the potential use of the hangar as
an Emergency Supply Base. The new
information included a more detailed estimate
by NASA of demolition costs which brought
demolition vs. restoration costs nearly the same.
So now we wait.” Ω

(The “Sparrowhawk” newsletter also reports in spite
of recent record rains, Air Force One landed and
President Bush used Moffett Federal Airfield as a base
of operations while in the area.)

WITH OUR SHORE
ESTABLISHMENTS

Rick Zitarosa, NLHS, reports: In the year
2006, the privately-funded all-volunteer Navy
Lakehurst Historical Society has grown beyond
even the most optimistic projections of its
Trustees and custodians. This has been a
continuation of the positive momentum
established with the opening of the Navy
Lakehurst Information Center (NLIC) in
Historic Hangar #1 and moving forward with
the opening of the new "Ready Room" display
area under the fantail of the CALASSES
simulator. The organization has also benefited
positively from the position of Navy Lakehurst
itself as an integral part of the new upcoming
"Joint Base New Jersey" command, as well
such exciting developments as the return of
U.S. Navy Lighter Than Air (LTA) operations
at Lakehurst and the upcoming dedication of the
NLHS P O W Exhibit/Joint Services:
"Remembrance Room" coming September 15th.
Through our partnership with the Public Affairs
Office, NAES Lakehurst, NLHS this year so far
has hosted over 6,300 tour guests, military
personnel, contractors, government and private
research entities, school/civic groups and walk-
through visitors in our presentations and tours
of our displays and historic archive exhibits in
Hangar #1. This intense flurry of activity has
broken down into over 5750 volunteer hours
donated so far this year, with members
themselves donating over 14,000 miles driven
in their personal vehicles while carrying out
their volunteer tasks.

In our proud and sincere appreciation to help
welcome them to Navy Lakehurst amid tight
funding for their program, the new Navy LTA
detachment in Hangar #6 has been supported
with technical, training, [and] historical
documents, paint and supplies to rehabilitate
their hangar/office spaces, distinctive LTA
signage from "Sign Guru" John Bozan with
plywood cutouts courtesy of NLHS "Carpentry
Guru" Charlie Bish [one shown] and even
NLHS volunteer manpower when the need has
arisen. This commitment of our organization to
the rebirth of Navy LTA has cemented a very
firm relationship between NLHS and the newest
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It is necessary to move the building because
it's present location is near a highly restricted
area. By placing it in the new location, it will
be easily accessible to people visiting the
Metro Zoo or the Railroad Museum.

Most of the success towards obtaining this
building and funds to restore it have been
through the efforts of NAA Member Anthony
Atwood, who is a CWO2 in the U.S.Navy
Reserves. He has been assisted a little by
NAA Members Jim Sinquefield and yours
truly Ford Ross, over the past years, plus
many others.

However Jim has moved away to N.C. and I,
Ford, plan to move across the state to a small
town east of St Petersburg, FL (I may have
already moved by the time this item appears
in the Noon Balloon).

So if there are any other NAA members that
live in South Florida that wish to help out a
little, please contact Anthony (Tony) Atwood.
His address, email address and phone number
are in the NAA directory.

Members are encouraged to look at my
modest WEB site where there are many
photos etc. of NAS Richmond, many not
found elsewhere. Go to:

http://home.bellsouth.net/p/PWP-airships

NAS Richmond Museum and
Memorial Coming Soon
By Ford U. Ross ATC/AC USN (Ret)

Many members already know that there has
been a program under way for many years to
establish a "Military Museum and Veterans
Memorial" at the old NAS Richmond base in
south Florida. Efforts were made to obtain the
original Administration Building, #25,
because it is the only remaining complete
structure left. Even after the original hurricane
and fires in 1945 that destroyed all three
hangars and other buildings, this building has
remained untouched. Even the intense
hurricane named Andrew, that hit the area in
the 1990's, missed this building. Andrew
destroyed much of the neighboring Metro
Dade Zoo and the Goldcoast Railroad
Museum, which were built on the original
NAS Richmond property.

All of this land is located SW of Miami, in a
section called Richmond Heights. Funds have
finally been made available through a Miami-
Dade County Bond issue, to move and restore
this building. Contracts are presently in the
works to start on the stabilization &
restoration and then the movement of the
building about 1/3 of a mile away. Plans call
for placing the building next to the Goldcoast
Railroad Museum, on the foot-print of old
Hangar Two. All of this will take another year
or two to accomplish.
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Cover Story:  75 Years of ZRS

Editor: August 8th and September 23rd were,
respectively, the 75th anniversary of the
christening (above) and first flight of the USS
A k r o n (ZRS-4). 75 years since her
commissioning (next column) may have
passed before you read this.

The entire ZRS program, its airplanes
included, cost less that 10 million (gold-
backed) dollars. Compare that with the B-70
program, also producing two radically
different cutting-edge experimental aircraft,
which cost 11 million dollars – per flight.
(Only one B-70 crashed with loss of life.)
Different dollars, of course, but we often
loose sight of the huge advance in aeronautics
the ZRS program afforded for the investment.
Others would argue the 77 lives lost in the
program were not justified since the program
failed and was cancelled. An argument could
be made further progress was halted because
of the deaths, until the rather abysmal early
submarine safety record is compared.

The ZRS story has always fascinated your
History Chairman, hungry for any motion
pictures since reading R. K. Smith’s book in
boot camp in 1969. Following an evening
spent with RADM Leroy Simpler, a hook-on
pilot, I was determined to make a film about
those airships. Next along came VHS video-

at-home. We had our first premiere at the
NAA reunion in 1991, shortly after Chris
Grech of MBARI had robo-explored the USS
Macon’s remains. The Flying Carriers
remains our most popular documentary as we
enter the DVD era. I’ve had my say about it.

Yet after all that, haven’t we all wondered
what might have happened if only… Scott
had simply waited for the storm to pass
through France, and the R-101 refueled in
Ismailia and delivered Lord Thomson to
Karachi? Already working on fixes for the R-
101’s ills, and even perfecting a hydrogen-
consuming engine-generator that would aid in
lift management, the British would have
established the “Empire of the Air.” (We’ve
already argued what would have happened
had the LZ-129 made a normal approach and
landing - vs. ‘high,’ hovering - that charged
night.) And, what if the USS Akron had
gotten the full weather map and easily outflew
the storm? Could Moffett, in retirement, as
the strong lobbyist of the flying carrier, have
wrangled funding for the ZRS-‘B’? Australian
author Rowan Partridge did something about
it, weaving all those elements into a terrific
novel we just had to publish. Now I think it’s
time some Hollywood investor recognized
this fascinating concept as good movie
material. I’ve roughed out a screenplay,
we’ve measured up kit planes that would pass
for the airship’s hook-on scouts and fighters,
and we’ve even had an animator do some test
footage showing how the ship could be
computer-generated. The Navy says we can
use the Santa Ana (Tustin) hangar if they like
the script. Take another long look at our
cover…coming soon to a theatre near you? Ω
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1.2.4.1 Adiabatic Ascent and
Descent

1.2.5 Effects of Pressure
1.2.6 Effects of Temperature

1.2.6.1 Superheat
1.2.7 Effects of Lifting Gas Purity
1.2.7.1 Gas Purification
1.2.7.2 Gas Stratification
1.2.8 Effects of Moisture
1.2.9 Effects of Air and Gas Humidity
1.2.10 Gas Resources

1.3 Airship Aerodynamic Fundamentals
1.3.1 Introduction
1.3.2 Aerodynamic Forces and

Moments
1.3.3 Stability and Controllability
1.3.4 Basic Calculations

1.3.4.1 Reynolds Numbers
1.3.5 Hull Form Layouts
2.3.7 Theoretical and Experimental

Methodologies for Airship
Aerodynamics

2.4.1 Introduction
2.4.2 Experimental Methods

2.4.2.1 Wind Tunnel Tests
2.4.2.2 Test Facilities
2.4.2.3 Flow Visualization Techniques
2.4.2.4 Quantitative Flow

Measurement Methods
2.4.3 Computational Methods

2.4.3.1 CDF Methods for the
Solution of the Navier-
Stokes-Equations

2.4.3.2 Panel Methods
2.4.3.3 Boundary Layer Methods
2.4.3.4 Semi-Empirical Method

by Jones & DeLaurier
2.4.3.5 Applied Computer

Programs
2.4.4 Examples of Aerodynamic

Measurements and Calculations
on the Airship LOTTE

2.4.4.1 Axisymmetrical Flow
About the Bare Hull

2.4.4.2 Inclined Hull
2.4.4.3 Hull-Fin Configuration

2.5 Flight Mechanics
2.5.1 Maneuvering Systems
2.5.2 Equations of Motion

Section 3 Layout and Design of Airships and Balloons
3.1 Application and Requirements Development

3.1.1 Parametric Analyses
3.1.1.1 Reference Configurations
3.1.1.2 Cost Models

3.1.2 Operating Costs and Economy
3.1.3 Design Case Studies

3.1.3.1 Case Study 1:  Airship Cargo
Transport

3.1.3.2 Case Study 2:  Research
Airship

3.1.3.3 Case Study 3:  Tourist Cruise
Airship

3.1.3.4 Other
3.2 Analysis of System Requirements and Priorities

LONG LINES

Ed. Note: Our efforts to raise funds to
translate from its original German what is
arguably the best LTA reference book in print
have thus far been fruitless. When discussion
reaches the point of training a new generation
of airshipmen, we are unable to publish that
work as an English textbook for want of
affordable translators. Meanwhile, AIAA LTA
activists have proposed creating a new book.
They are asking our help to define LTA
parameters and have created the following
guideline. Send your definitions and
suggestions to the chairman or any AIAA
Tech Committee member, including the
editor, for inclusion. Credit will be given.
(below, w.r.t. means “with respect to”)

Section 1
General Overview and History of Airship Design
1.1 Introduction

1.1.1 Overview
1.2 Classification According to Type and

Class
1.2.2 Airship Types

1.2.2.2 Non-Rigid
1.2.2.3 Semi-Rigid
1.2.2.4 Rigid

1.2.3 Airship Classes
1.2.3.2 Fully Buoyant

1.2.3.2.1 Spherical
1.2.3.2.2 Ellipsoidal

1.2.3.3  Semi-Buoyant
1.2.3.3.1 Hybrid Lifting

Body
1.2.3.3.2 Hybrid Rotary

Wing
1.2.3.3.3 Hybrid Fixed

Wing
1.2.3.4 Unconventional Airship

Configurations
1.2.3.4.1 Hot-Air

Airships
1.2.3.4.2 Steam Airships
1.2.3.4.3 Other

1.3 History of Airship Design

Section 2 Aerostatics and Basic Physics of Airships
1.2 Aerostatics of Balloons and Airships

1.2.1 Lifting Gases
1.2.2 Gas Laws

1.2.2.1 Density Changes of
the Atmosphere and the
Lifting Gases with
Altitude

1.2.3 Static Lift
1.2.4 Pressure Altitude
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4.3 Envelope and Ballonet Layout and Design
4.3.1 Material Testing for Balloon and

Airship Fabric
4.3.1.1 Materials for Hot-Air

Balloons
4.3.1.2 Testing of Airship

Envelope and Ballonet
Materials

4.3.1.3 Gas / Air Permeability /
Porosity

4.3.1.4 HLB Temperature
Measurements Within
the Gas Ballonet and
On the Envelope

4.3.1.5 Infrared Tests on
Envelopes and
Ballonets

4.3.2 Materials For Airship Envelopes
4.3.3 Test Series With Captive

Balloons and Free-Flying Units
4.3.4 Layout and Design of Hot-Air

Airships
4.3.4.1 Development Objectives
4.3.4.2 Initial Conditions and

Procedures
4.3.4.3 Characteristic Data
4.3.4.4 Potentials and Limits of Future

Development
4.3.5 Metallic Hull Structures

4.3.5.1 Metalclad Airships
4.3.5.2 Classic Metalclad Construction

Features (ZMC-2)
4.3.5.3 Advantages and Disadvantages

of All-Metal Construction
4.4 Layout of Subassemblies and Construction

Elements
4.4.1 LTA Architecture
4.4.2 LTA Design
4.4.3 Load Carrying Main Structure

4.4.3.1 Catenary Curtins
4.4.4 Nose Cone
4.4.5 Cockpit / Car / Cabin / Basket
4.4.6 Empennage
4.4.7 Fins and Control Surfaces
4.4.8 Propulsion Modules and

Associated Subassemblies
4.4.9 Design Optimization

4.4.9.1 Problem Definition
4.4.9.2 Zones of Counteracting Forces
4.4.9.3 Extension of the Zones of

Counteracting Forces
4.4.9.4 Determination of the Stiffness

Parameter of the Load
Transfer Element

4.4.10 Proof and Safety Analysis
4.5 Propulsion

4.5.1 Airship Propulsion System
Requirements

4.5.2 Power Calculations and
Propulsion System Configuration

4.5.2.1 Interferences Between
Propulsion System and
Hull and the Overall
Configuration

4.5.2.2 Methods for Drag Estimates

3.2.1 Introduction
3.2.2 Analysis of System Requirements

3.2.2.1 Scenario and Compilation of
System Requirements

3.2.2.2 Selection of Candidate
Configurations

3.2.2.3 System Analysis of Potential
Candidates

3.2.3 Development of a Baseline
Configuration

3.2.3.1 Definition
3.2.3.2 Methods for the Development

of a Baseline
Configuration

3.2.3.3 Documentation of the Baseline
Configuration
Development

3.3 Analytical Proof of Feasibility for Defined Flight
Properties

Section 4  Basic Design
4.1 Systems Engineering Approach

4.1.1 Work Breakdown
4.1.2 Light Construction – Main

Objective
4.1.3 Allocation Within the Art of

Design
4.1.4 Design Procedures
4.1.5 Design Methodology
4.1.6 Finalizing and Manufacturing

Phase
4.1.7 Design Process Iteration
4.1.8 Interdisciplinary Network

4.2 Load Carrying Structures for Envelope and
Support Materials

4.2.1 Definitions
4.2.2 Structures

4.2.2.1 Airship Hulls as Case Study
Objects

4.2.2.2 Non-Rigid Construction
(Blimp)

4.2.2.3 Girderwork Construction
(Rigid Airship)

4.2.2.4 Semi-Rigid Construction (Keel
Airship)

4.2.2.5 Design Combination Concepts
4.2.3 Composite Light Construction

4.2.3.1 Material Components
4.2.3.2 Elastic Behavior of Fiber

Composite Materials
4.2.3.3 Strength of Fiber Composite

Structures
4.2.3.4 Production of Fiber Composite

Structures
4.2.3.5 Assessment as “Economical

Light Construction”
4.2.4 Metal Light Construction

4.2.4.1 Materials
4.2.4.2 Material Selection
4.2.4.3 Metals in Rigid Load Carrying

Structures
4.2.4.4 Metal Girderwork With Frames

and Longerons
4.2.4.5 Monocoque as Load Carrying

Metal Structure
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5.2.2.4 Shear Strength of the Envelope
5.2.2.5 Required Internal Pressure at a

Given Shear Force
5.2.2.6 Required Internal Pressure

w.r.t. the Bending
Moment

5.2.2.7 Required Internal Pressure
w.r.t. Aerodynamic Loads

5.2.2.8 Required Internal Pressure at
Shear Loads Due To Gust
Impact

5.3 Aeroelasticity
5.3.1 Introduction
5.3.2 Problem Assessment and

Potential Solutions
5.3.3 Experimental Test Procedures
5.3.4 Special Problems Concerning

Aeroelasticity
5.3.4.1 Empennage Flutter
5.3.4.2 Aero-Servoelasticity
5.3.4.3 Buffeting
5.3.4.4 Flight Mechanics and

Aeroelasticity

Section 6 Guidance and Control
6.1 Control Properties

6.1.1 Introduction
6.1.2 Scaling Effects

6.1.2.1 Acceleration Performance
6.1.2.2 Effects Due to Inertia:

Translation and Rotation
6.1.2.3 Aerodynamic, Aerostatic and

Inertial Forces
6.1.2.4 Aerostatic Effects
6.1.2.5 General Aspects

6.1.3 Efficiency Comparison of Flown
Airships

6.1.4 Control Reversal
6.1.5 Airship Stall Behavior
6.1.6 Characteristic Flight Properties of

Airships
6.1.6.1 Take-Off Performance and

Runway Requirement
6.1.6.2 Range and Endurance
6.1.6.3 Straight Level Flight
6.1.6.4 Flight Turns
6.1.6.5 Ascent and Descent
6.1.6.6 Landing Approach

6.1.7 Maneuvering Tests
6.1.7.1 Turning Cycle Maneuver
6.1.7.2 Yaw Control (Zig-Zag

Maneuvers)
6.2 Control Systems

6.2.1 Special Requirements Concerning
Flight Control of Airships

6.2.2 Flight Control Response of
Airships

6.2.3 Mechanical, Electrical and
Hydraulic Subsystems of the
Flight Control System

6.2.4 Navigation and Guidance
Systems for Airships

6.2.4.1 Process Guidance
6.2.4.2 Components of a Modern

Guidance System Concept

4.5.2.3 Optimizations Accomplished
on the Classical Zeppelin

4.5.3 Conventional Propulsion Systems
4.5.4 Advanced Propulsion Concepts

4.5.4.1 Cycloidal Propellers
4.5.4.2 Electronic Propulsion

4.6 Maneuvering Systems
4.6.1 Definition
4.6.2 Effective Impacts

4.6.2.1 Environmental Conditions and
Perils

4.6.2.2 Wind Conditions and Structural
Load Impacts

4.6.2.3 Obstacles
4.6.2.4 Icing and Rain

4.6.3 The Configuration
4.6.3.1 Types of Airship Motions
4.6.3.2 Effects of Shape Parameters of

the Hull
4.6.3.3 Slenderness Ratio and Flow

Separation
4.6.3.4 Stabilizers and Directional

Control
4.6.3.5 Drag and Propulsive Power

4.6.4 Propulsion and Other Active
Maneuvering Units

4.6.4.1 Assessment of Propulsion
Requirements

4.6.4.2 Operational Characteristics of
Free and Shrouded
Propellers

4.6.4.3 Maneuvering Shrouded (Jet)
Props – Azimuth
Propellers

4.6.4.4 Side Thrusters
4.6.4.5 Maneuvering During Straight-

Ahead Course
4.6.5 Directional Control
4.6.6 Maneuvering Requirements For

Dynamic Positioning
4.6.7 Summarizing Active

Maneuvering Systems
4.6.7.1 Shrouded Propeller
4.6.7.2 Integrated Systems
4.6.7.3 Propulsion Systems
4.6.7.4 Pods and  Nacelles
4.6.7.5 Swivel Mechanisms

Section 5  LTA Structural Mechanics
5.1 Operational Strength of Airship Designs

5.1.1 Modeling
5.1.2 Strength Determination of Rigid

Subassemblies
5.2 Operational Strength of Elastic Envelope

Structures
5.2.1 Modeling and Proof
5.2.2 Envelope Layout

5.2.2.1 Calculation of Exerted
Envelope Tension Due To
Internal Pressure

5.2.2.2 Calculation of Local Internal
Pressure, Equilibrium
Curves

5.2.2.3 Bending Moment From Gas
Pressure
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6.2.4.3 Requirements Concerning
Navigation Systems for
Airships

6.2.4.4 Certification Procedures
6.2.4.5 Production and Certification

Requirements
6.2.4.6 Recommended Sensors
6.2.4.7 Comparison of Airship and

Helicopter Navigation
Procedures

6.2.4.8 Development Process
6.2.4.9 Mission Management Concept

6.3 Navigation and Meteorology
6.3.1 Introduction
6.3.2 Lift Management

6.3.2.1 Lifting Potential
6.3.2.2 Mass Management

6.3.3 Navigation
6.3.3.1 Altitude Navigation
6.3.3.2 Route Navigation
6.3.3.3 Navigation Boundary

Conditions
6.3.3.4 Scheduled Operation

6.4 Take-Off and Landing
6.4.1 Take-Off

6.4.1.1 Vertical Take-Off
6.4.1.2 Dynamic Take-Off

6.4.2 Landing
6.4.2.1 Preparations For Landing
6.4.2.2 Landing of Small and Medium-

Size Airships
6.4.2.3 Landing of Large Airships

6.4.3 Mooring
6.4.3.1 Fixed Masts
6.4.3.2 Mobile Masts
6.4.3.3 Sea Anchors

6.5 All-Weather Airship Operation
6.5.1 Introduction
6.5.2 Flight Operations

6.5.2.1 Take-Off
6.5.2.2 Landing
6.5.2.3 In-Flight Operation

6.5.3 Ground Operations
6.5.3.1 Standard Operation Procedures
6.5.3.2 Mooring Methods
6.5.3.3 Potential Improvements

6.5.4 Comments On Vectored Thrust

Section 7 Ground Infrastructure and Handling Systems
7.1 Introduction

7.1.1 Overview
7.2 Facilities For Ground Operations

7.2.1 Launch and Landing Area
Requirements

7.2.2 Mooring Systems
7.2.3 Parking and Mooring Areas
7.2.4 Hangars

7.2.4.1 General Requirements
Concerning Hangars

7.2.4.2 History and
Development of Airship
Hangar Construction

7.2.4.3 Architecture

Section 8
8.1 Requirements for Airship Construction Sites

8.1.1 Development Facility
8.1.2 Manufacturing Facility
8.1.3 Personnel Skills and

Requirements
8.2 Provisions For Airship Maintenance, Repair and

Overhaul
8.2.1 Aviation Shop Requirements For

Attending Airships
8.2.2 Equipment and Tools
8.2.3 Organization of Maintenance,

Repair and Overhaul
8.2.4 Personnel Skills and

Requirements
8.2.5 Accommodations for In-flight

Maintenance
8.2.6 Built in Test and Repair Concepts

Section 9 Looking Ahead
9.1 Unmanned Airship Design Factors

9.1.1 Payload Interfaces
9.1.2 Provisions For Operation

9.2     Stratospheric Airships
9.2.1 Stratospheric Airship

Aerodynamics
9.3 Reliability and Design Safety Factors

9.3.1 Safety of LTA Systems
9.3.2 Airship Accident Trends
9.3.3 Historic Failure Causes of

Airships
9.3.4 Impacts On Man and Equipment

During Landing
9.3.5 Layout According to Reliability

Criteria
9.3.5.1 Static Thrust Measurements

9.3.6 Dynamic Airships
9.3.6.1 Aerodynamic Basics

9.4 Structural Design
9.4.1 The Rigid Airship
9.4.2 The Metalclad Airship

9.4 Lifting and Fuel Gases

Notice any omissions? Ready to tackle some
definitions? Please e-mailrgavnt@juno.com
or another member as soon as practicalΩ

Above: Artist’s Conception for WALRUS proposal
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SHORT LINES

The editor recently observed a new concept in
helium advertising balloons, the Skyview. The
largest model is a 17-foot diameter helium
sphere containing 3 video projectors. The 897
sq ft surface area supports three screens, each
three feet high and more than a dozen feet wide.
While it may need a truckload of K-bottles to
fill it, deflated the whole unit only weighs about
100 lbs. and folds into a portable case. Ω

The NAMF's ‘FOUNDATION’ magazine's
spring '06 issue features a previously
unpublished USS Akron photo. The NMNA's
newsletter ‘FLY-BY’ can usually be counted on
for a bit of LTA most every issue, such as the
current mention of the L-8 effort. In the photo
section of the current issue, however, we
witness one of the problems with digital
reproduction of photographs. The Lakehurst
photo, digitized in an image program, was
inserted into the layout and then sized to fit in
the available space. Sadly the artist fell victim
to the common error of enlarging one
dimension only, giving the hangars their
unrealistic "squat" appearance. All Noon
Balloon readers are cautioned to be on the alert
for any distortion inadvertently added to any
image in our newsletter. All readers are urged to
report it to the editor immediately. Ω

The Summer issue of ‘INVENTION AND
TECHNOLOGY’ magazine contains not one
but two LTA articles, the second concerned
with the timber blimp hangars built during

WWII. Both are fairly accurate and feature
uncommon photos, including a back cover with
Jane Russell posing with Jack Maloney Sr.'s old
L-ship advertising for the Howard Hughes film
‘THE OUTLAW.’ Ω

James Plummer of Media Ohio was so kind as
to send a section of the Akron-Beacon Journal
7 AUG 06 featuring a notice of the USS
Akron’s 75th christening anniversary. Readers
might not get this issue before the 75th

anniversary of her first flight (23 SEP) so we
are noting this milestone in this issue. Your
Editor had suggested more emphasis be placed
on the unique aspects of the ZRS ships at our
LTA section at NMNA Pensacola, but we don’t
imagine we’ll see the NASM’s Maybach engine
on loan become part of a day-in-the-life type
exhibit on the rigids. Ω

Sig Geist reports the signing of an Agreement
of Cooperation between Cottbus University
( B T U , Brandenburgische Technische
Universitaet) and the German LTA Institute
("Deutsches Leichter als Luft Institut"). Both
parties intend to work together in the area of
"Lighter than Air" pertaining to research and
industry projects. The German LTA Institute
was established a few weeks ago by
Luftschiffbau Zeppelin GmbH (LZ) in
Friedrichshafen and has now a second seat in
Cottbus at the campus of BTU. The goal of the
Institute, which has full access to former
CargoLifter AG development results as well as
historical and actual Zeppelin development
findings, is aimed at the cooperation with BTU
and industry in the area of "Lighter than Air"
for research and industry projects. In Germany
the entire airship technology know-how is
bundled up in the LTA Institute. In this respect
cooperation with BTU seems reasonable as the
university has made a name for itself in
transmission technology and lightweight
construction.

The Institute will have two to three scientific
employees who shall be looking after the
CargoLifter (CL) data. In addition, the Institute
has also taken over patents from insolvent CL.
Following start-up financing for the Cottbus
office, it is expected to pay for itself within two
years. Ω
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GOODYEAR CELEBRATES NEW
BLIMP  LAUNCHING

Photo courtesy Mark Kuhar

Last June the Goodyear PR machine was
working the name-the-blimp contest to a
frenzy,  the first time in the 81-year history of
Goodyear's airship program that the public
was given an opportunity to help select the
name of one of the company's iconic blimps.
There were tie-ins with NASCAR and the
Disney-Pixar movie Cars when a name was
finally selected from 21,000 worldwide
entries (see “Drifting to the Lighter Side of
LTA in issue #70). After more than a year of
construction and testing, as well as two
months of operational flights bearing only its
FAA designation ‘N2A,’ the new blimp was
finally to receive its name.

Goodyear chose close to home: Uniontown,
Ohio. Matthew Harrelson, 35, a chemistry
teacher at Hudson High School, had
submitted the winning entry, “Spirit of
Innovation.” Harrelson announced he would
take his wife, Kristi, 29, two young daughters
Katlin and Kendra, family and friends along
for a ride. He earned the use of the airship for
a day in their town. ``We're going to donate a
couple of seats for charity,'' Harrelson was
quoted as saying in the Akron Beacon-
Journal.

Lesa France Kennedy, part of NASCAR’s
“royal family” (her grandfather founded
NASCAR) was chosen to christen the new

blimp. On June 21st, France Kennedy, one of
the most powerful and influential women in
the automotive racing community and the
sports business world, joined Lynn Keegan,
wife of Goodyear Chairman and CEO Bob
Keegan, to perform the traditional christening
honors during a gala event held at Goodyear's
Akron, Ohio airship operations base.

Photo courtesy Mark Kuhar

The chief pilot for the Spirit of Innovation
will be Larry Chambers, who flew the Spirit
of Goodyear from Florida to Ohio. Chambers
was also quoted in the ABJ, ``It's the best
blimp I've ever seen put together. Without a
doubt, it's one top airship.'' The airship
replaces the previous Florida-based Stars &
Stripes, which was deflated and damaged in a
Florida storm a year ago, just months before it
was scheduled to retire.

The Spirit of Goodyear, just returned to its
Wingfoot Lake home base after its temporary
deployment to Florida, flew overhead as
onlookers arrived before dawn. The Spirit of
Innovation's nose stuck out from the open
hangar doorway (first constructed in 1917!) as
the program began shortly before 8 a.m. The
festivities were broadcast on the morning TV
show Fox & Friends. As the morning
progressed, ground handlers wanted to
accelerate the christening because thunder-
storms were moving in. The storms kept the
new blimp from flying as planned. Crews
brought both blimps into the hangar for
safekeeping.



David Giffels of the Akron-Beacon Journal
argues the blimps deserve a specialty license
plate in their home state of Ohio. He reported,
“Ohio already offers 63 specialty passenger
car plates, with logos overlaying the standard
plate. Twenty-five of those choices are related
to colleges and universities; the rest are
devoted to such landmarks and causes as
Perry's Monument, scenic rivers and breast
cancer awareness. Just last week, the state
began offering new plates touting the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame and blue herons.
Currently, only two have direct Akron
connections. One features the University of
Akron's school seal; the other shows UA's
Zips logo.”

Editor’s photos, 26 JUN 06 New Smyrna Beach,
Florida, airport.

First step is to gather 1,000 petition signatures
and present them to the state. The Goodyear
blimp Web site -- www.goodyearblimp.com -
- has a link to the petition form. Signing a
petition indicates an intention to purchase a
blimp plate. Specialty plates cost $25 extra. Ω

The Spirit of Innovation left shortly for its
new home in Florida. Its first assignment was
to provide aerial coverage of the Pepsi 400
NASCAR race at Daytona on July 1. Your
editor caught up with her at New Smyrna
Beach airport, her usual mast base for ops in
Central Florida, just before the new HDTV
equipment was loaded aboard for the job.

Editor’s photo. Ground support equipment riding the
rails; the car’s superb detailing includes a hand-
painted mural on the inside  rear bulkhead.

Chief pilot Larry Chambers e-mailed, “We
made it to Daytona on schedule. The weather
was really bad all the way here but with all
the cockpit resources such as in-flight radar
and actual weather from anywhere in the US
(we can see it) and all the new GPS units it
wasn't a problem. A few years ago I still
would be sitting on the mast at Beckley. It's
wonderful.” (To see what Larry has to work
with, see back cover photo.)

Editor’s photo. The ‘Eaglevision’ sign features
daylight-visible LEDs, at a fraction of the weight and
power drain of the old lightbulb sign.
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through a goal-oriented work staff, the sale of
attractively packaged travel deals (in combination
with Zep flights) and a restaurateur-run passenger
dispatch facility.

"During 2008, we want to see positive results with
DZR operations", that's what Thomas Brandt,
chief of ZLT/DZR said earlier this year to the
local media. It is expected the additional airship
will contribute toward this goal as the cost per
passenger seat will come down through the at
least sometimes concurrent operation of the two
airships for which essentually a larger crew is not
needed. To satisfy the strong demand for
passenger and advertising flights as well as having
one airship as backup, DZR needs to have a
second Zep NT 07 for its operations. According
to Mr. Brandt, a second Zep airship has an added
advantage in as much as it could be sold relatively
fast if there was a buyer. In that case ZLT/DZR
shareholders are on record to grant ZLT
immediate approval to build an additional Zep NT
07 so that DZR will always have two Zeps at its
disposal. "With that", stressed Herr Brandt, "the
Friedrichshafen site's future is assured". That's
important.

Zeppelin Luftschifftechnik (ZLT)

4th Zep NT 07: Based on mid-May 2006
statements from ZLT/DZR, preparations for the
additional airship are well under way. What that
means is that ZLT has agreements with all
suppliers, everybody is onboard and first orders
have been placed. Delaware's ILC Dover will
again supply the envelope. Sub-assembly is to
start late fall 2006 and final assembly during 2007
in order to have the airship ready for DZR's
operating season in the spring of 2008.

Zeppelin NT 14: Once ZLT's work crew finds
itself well under way with the 4th Zep toward the
end of 2006, it could commence work on the 19-
seater airship. For the present, Zep NT 14's
development is gone over. The cabin is going to
be wider than previously planned and its useful
lift is to be increased. The NT 14 is not going to
have the limiting aspects of its smaller brother and
according to CEO Thomas Brandt "it is a product
fit for world markets". Worldwide he anticipates
a potential for around 20 of them. If three to five
could be built, it would pay. "However", states
Brandt., "we are going to build it (the NT 14) only
if it is in demand on the global market place, not

News from Friedrichshafen

by Sig Geist ,  Mendenhall, PA

Following a weather-delayed start in March,
Deutsche Zeppelin-Reederei’s (DZR) 2006 flying
season with a Zep NT is progressing well. Every
opportunity for increased publicity and exposure
is taken advantage of. Such was the case recently
when DZR carried out a month-long aerial
advertising and promotional tour that introduced
BMW Financial Services to banking customers
throughout Germany. Corporate client BMW and
DZR were reported to be highly pleased with the
results. In the interim, DZR carried out passenger
flights over Lake Constance and Munich prior to
its current engagement over Cologne, where in
June the airship is acting as an eye in the sky
(traffic and security) during several 'World Cup
2006' soccer games. In between games, Zep NT
is taking passengers on scenic Rhine river valley
tours from nearby Bonn-Hangelar airport.
Beginning June 29, the airship is scheduled to
resume its picturesque flights around Lake
Constance, including Switzerland and Austria
from its home base at Friedrichshafen.

Though Zep NT 07's size limits its world-wide
marketability, it nevertheless enjoys a market
niche in Germany, particularly around the Lake
Constance area where higher yields than
elsewhere can be realized. Recently initiated
changes to fly seven days/week with ten (instead
of nine passengers) and doing maintenance
overnight will help make DZR operations more
economical. Moreover, even before the 4th Zep
NT becomes available in 2008 (see 4th Zep NT 07
reference below), further profitability is expected

Official Zep WebCam still image
captured by Sig Geist: more info:
www.zeppelinflug.de
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Friedrichshafen". However, there would be no
plans to rebuild.

Still, ZLT's boss wants to build additional
airships. That's what he indicated in a March
interview with the other local print media.
Replying to the reporter's inquiry on what
continent Zeppelin Luftschifftechnik (ZLT) was
planning to make its next entry (in addition to
already having an airship each in Japan and South
Africa), Brandt said: "ZLT wants to take the
Zeppelin airship to all the world". "Next", he
said, "I have big hopes for the Arab Peninsula,
specifically for the United Arab Emirates.
Economically the area is booming and Zeppelin
flights could be at their best there". When asked
how ZLT was going to be successful in those
regions, he mentioned previous and continuing
talks but indicated that it also means to curry
favors ('apple-polish') with the powers-to-be and
build networks. Said Brandt: "We want to take a
trip there to see whether we wouldn't want to post
a rep who specifically promotes Zeppelin NT".

Based on ZLT inputs to both of the
Friedrichshafen print media, inquiries for Zep NT
are running high (roughly a hundred each quarter),
especially now since two Zeps are operating in
vastly different parts of the world. Few
(inquiries) result in actual concrete discussions.
"The problem" states Brandt, "is that with
Zeppelin NT, experience-based data is still
accumulating and proven marketability with three
airships is hard to explain (with only one sold
todate). Not everybody wants to venture into new
territory". Nevertheless, ZLT is pursuing several
leads, one of them an inquiry from organizers of
the November "Asian Games 2006" in Qatar to
use Zep NT for aerial traffic and security
surveillance. A go-ahead would be making good
use of the Friedrichshafen-based airship to be
flying over that region during the winter months.
Also on hand, says ZLT is a request from Dubai.
Not to miss expansion opportunities closer to
home, ZLT/DZR has had discussions regarding an
additional landing site at the Swiss city of
Schaffhausen, which Brandt termed ideal. Ω

Friends of Zep Museum Photo

just as a single specimen for Friedrichshafen
alone". But he is confident and says: "We're
tackling the world's market more selectively."
Besides, NT 14 is not going to take to the air
before the year 2010.

Zep NT in Africa, is the prototype airship
Friedrichshafen currently under a two-year
contract to find diamonds (indirectly) for DeBeers
in Botswana is not coming back to its home in
Germany. That's what Zeppelin Lufts-
chifftechnik's Thomas Brandt said late March '06
in conversation with the local print media.
Results to date, according to De Beers continue to
be successful. Still unclear is whether the world's
largest diamond producer is going to take
advantage of its option to renew the current two-
year contract for another year until fall of 2008.

Regardless of its outcome, following the
completion of the diamond-seeking project,
Brandt rules out the return of the airship to
Germany. It wouldn't be economical for the
airship to be shipped back from Africa as it would
cost a huge amount of money. Moreover, by then
he says, the airship would come relatively close to
the end of its designed-for lifespan of 12,000
flight hours. That is why Brandt is looking for
post contract engagements which for example
could be in the form of an extension with De
Beers, but could also result in carrying out flights
to monitor traffic and security during South
Africa's hosting of World Cup Soccer in 2010.
Talks were said to be underway. By then at the
latest, the airship would be 13 years old and
would have reached the end of its useful life. In
the event these plans don't materialize, the airship
would be dismantled in South Africa and as
Brandt explains: "The parts and components of
use to us would be brought back to

Friends of Zep Museum Photo

Friends of Zep Museum Photo
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Inside back, top: This photo is a real puzzle.
The device and its towing was unknown even
to our new member, anti-mine warfare
researcher Ed Sinclair, author of “Iron Men
in Wooden Boats.” Both he and all the rest of
the History Committee would like to know
how such a thing could have escaped the
history books. Obviously way ahead of its
time – anti-mine sleds towed from helicopters
were many years away – we’re hankering for
an explanation. Did it fail because they
couldn’t find any volunteers to ride the center
there (who was that hapless soul?) when there
were actual mines in the water? And here we
thought ZP-14 were the only WWII blimp
mine hunters!

Inside back, bottom: This 1944 photo was
taken from an airship from Moffett Field. A
companion photo shows this CVE-70,
possibly inbound, loaded with airplanes; then
there is this one, seemingly after the offload,
with the empty flight deck save for one
wrapped piece of bulky cargo. Look closely at
that package – it appears to be a K-ship to us.
Less engines, and wrapped in a shroud, but
nonetheless showing the distinctive shape
down to the bulging machine gun turret
forward. But the literature makes no mention
of shipping K-cars by surface vessel of any
kind, let alone a CVE. K-cars were shipped to
Moffett via rail car. This K certainly wasn’t
going to the Pacific; what’s going on here? Ω

Sig Geist reports the Zep Museum is running
“Zeppelin's Planes - The airplane in the
Zeppelin group and its successor companies,”
from June 30 to October 1, 2006. The
exhibition Zeppelin's Planes looks at almost
one hundred years of aviation history in the
Lake Constance region and its place in the
international context. In a dramatized
exhibition landscape, the visitors embark on a
journey through time and the varied history of
the airplane. Until now hardly anyone is
aware of Count Zeppelin's role in the
development of the airplane, starting in 1899.
. Ω

HISTORY COMMITTEE

What is going on here? Mystery Photos

There are no captions on the inside cover
photos because, quite frankly, we don’t know
what to say. We’re hoping someone who was
involved can help us out with an explanation.
In two cases we included the full NARA card
so you can see what we had to work with,
obviously not something that would lead us to
an explanation in the published literature. We
know the dates cannot be trusted, they are
more likely the time the photo was processed.
So they are generally later, but rarely early
than the actual shutter snap. Let’s go over
what we know and hopefully someone out
there can fill in the gaps:

Inside front top: Mounting a BAR in the aft
part of the K-ship car was said to be
considered after the K-74 failed to sink the U-
134 in July of 1943. These photos show just
such a ball socket mount aft in what we
believe to be the K-91, otherwise
NASL/CNATE’s new electronics, etc. testbed
ship. (The one photo shows a scaffolding that
strongly implies this was the K-91, which
spent some of its early life on a stand.) At any
rate there are no details as to what happened
with this idea… did at least a few other ships
get this installation before the war ended?
Since it did not catch on, why not?

Inside front bottom: Rosendahl, in his book
SNAFU, says the Navy developed a “big
radar” that the Germans could never figure
out how to detect. This photo probably
doesn’t show it (nor has any other photo
we’ve found.) Obviously this isn’t a “plane”
as the captions says, and the date is after V-E
Day, so we can only hope someone who
worked at South Weymouth might tell us
what this obviously experimental radar dome
installation is all about. (Contrast this with the
radar installation on the Spirit of Innovation
car in the Goodyear article!) Was this radar
actually used on patrol?
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base for a landing pass. That meant they were
to fly as low and as slowly as possible without
actually touching down. As the blimp came
back, all available lights were turned on.
Black Dog was still hanging there. We ran
alongside the blimp. Hampton grabbed Black
Dog as I prepared to cut the line. But as
Hampton grabbed Black Dog, the tension on
the line eased. Our little mascot fell into his
arms and was saved. I will always remember
Black Dog licking Hampton's face, terrified,
but happier than ever. The ambulance took
Black Dog to sick bay. His front paw pads
had been scraped just before he went
airborne. He wore bandages and booties for a
couple of weeks and made a full recovery.
Black Dog was also a quick study when it
came to airship flights. That was his first and
his last, as I never again saw him on the
runway chasing after a blimp.” Ω

(In the published C. E. Aldrich version, Black
Dog still got after blimps, but the accident
had taken its toll and he was no longer as
quick and able. Of course a similar story was
also told of a mascot dog in the WWI era!)

Lieutenant ‘X’ Revealed?

George Allen remembered one LT Jerimia
Denton (not in roster) who had a reputation in
electronics. Could he be Rosendahl's 'LT. X?'
Rosy's guy would have been a fairly young
man in 1942-43, and according to Rosy left
LTA (never to return?) long before the war
was over. The fellow George remembers was
a POW in Viet Nam; possible, or even if not,
we'd like to know his LTA contributions as
well. We're open to suggestion, I you have
any idea who Rosy was talking about, let us
know, we need to talk. Ω

Fleet ‘X’ Assigned ‘G’ Ratings

Though he certainly knew of the 10th Fleet
and its ASW attack rating system, VADM C.
E. Rosendahl never mentioned the command
specifically in his postwar writings. He did
refer to a rating or two, without explaining
how he knew the judgment was made. As we

Black Dog Did Not Recover?

Bob Clancey found an internet posting from
one William Lawrence, Madison, Wisconsin
(not in roster) that differs from the account we
published in ‘AIRSHIP EXPERIENCE,’ and
the photo does appear to be slightly different
from what we thought was the only known
photo of the airship squadron’s mascot:

“High winds and heavy rain from the Atlantic
Ocean were in the forecast for the Naval Air
Station at Brunswick, Georgia one summer
night in 1955. The airships (blimps) at the
station were ordered to be flown out of the
area, as they could not be docked or stowed in
the hangars during bad weather. I was in
charge of the 20-man ground handling crew
with Airship Squadron 2. Our job was to
assist a blimp being released from it's mobile
docking mast. We handled the lines attached
to the blimp until it gained enough speed to
lift off.

Our squadron had adopted a stray mutt we
named "Black Dog". On this night, just as the
blimp became airborne, Petty Officer
Hampton started yelling, "Black Dog! Black
Dog!" and pointed at the blimp. In the
darkness, I couldn't see what he was pointing
at. Then the blimp circled the field and flew
near the floodlights. There was Black Dog,
hanging by one of the short lines. The line
had thrown a half-hitch around one of his
hind legs, and his weight was holding him in
place. The officer of the day was contacted.
He immediately issued Emergency Plan 1,
which meant all hands on deck. The blimp
pilots were then told to dump all nonessential
weight from the airship and fly back over the
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Why pick up this long-cold trail now? As it
passes 60 years in age, 'airship vs. submarine'
will quickly pass into 'pre-history,' where no
participants are available for first hand
accounts. It’s literally now or never. But
where to start?

As previously presented, we believe the
evidence is compelling that the K-14 was shot
down in action with a U-boat on 3-4 July 44.
The combat was likely quieted by the same
command that covered up what is now known
to be a torpedo sinking of the Eagle –56. We
will not rest until the crewmen killed receive
the purple heart. Recently, Fred Morin talked
to former ZP-11 men Grant Southward and
Bob Forand, intimately acquainted with the
K-14 case. Suggestion was made we should
talk to Bob Connor, intelligence Officer for
ZP-11 at the time, but we are also eager to
hear from anyone else, like those whose echo
past NAA president Lou Prost, who
remembers a briefing by the ZP-11 skipper
that they were not to blame Ernie Sharp for
K-14, but that he could not tell them more.

We also believe the claim of sinking a U-boat
stated by former K-72 crewmen Jim Hughes
and George Roberts on 18 APR 45 is factual.
They launched a homing torpedo about 70
miles off Norfolk and likely destroyed the
submarine that is lying there today. The
National Geographic TV people are the latest
to blow off my call for an expedition to
determine which U-boat is there and how it
got there. (Even the Germans don’t know.)

Of course our effort to correct Morison’s
official trashing of ZP-15 will continue, since
we are 1/3 the way there after solving the K-
34 case. After that, I feel the logical course is
to start with the 10th Fleet cases the Navy
itself ruled involved attacking a submarine,
only argued as to a hit or no hit. Of our list of
150 possibles, the “E” and “F” cases total
only half-dozen. Since NAA funds cannot be
spent on such things, the effort will plod
along on volunteer time and what I can afford.
But we’re not going quietly into the night!

know now, the Tenth Fleet’s secret reports,
each with the infamous evaluation, were
‘mined’ for the 1951 study that overlooked K-
74 vs. U-134 – since it only went down to ‘E’
(slight damage possible), and Nelson Grills’
action was rated ‘G’ (a clean miss). Even
without such bungling, ‘Rosy’ recognized the
Navy could not be trusted to investigate, let
alone produce a LTA-specific history. As
time went on, he finally took on this job
himself. (Too bad he died 20 years before the
10th Fleet records were de-classified.)

Rosendahl took the eighteen U-boat logbook
entries mentioning airships located by
Gordon Vaeth in England right after the war,
and evidently commissioned more research.
Off to a flying start, Rosy 's researcher found
a German news reporter's story from an early
cruise on the U-94, prompting him to write
pilot George Lee and chronicle the combat
between K-6 and U-94. (Legendary pilot
Dick Widdicome was on the K-6 crew that
fateful day.)

Rosy also talked to John Rieker about the
“friendly fire” incident in which TC-14’s
depth charges banged up the USS Gato so
severely it had to be drydocked before going
on to a distinguished Pacific career. Surely
not even the most determined LTA critics
would deny these two combats took place, yet
you’d be hard pressed to find them in the
published literature.

Rosy & researchers then accessed 24 U-Boat
logbooks showing 45 dates with airship
entries. Somewhere thereafter it appears the
old man tired of the chase. With his resources,
he could have most certainly duplicated our
later steps that revealed the K-34’s attack on
the U-107. Rosy admits the work was never
completed, writing it has "...not been
included herein many of the reported but
unverified airship contacts and attacks on
submarines..." (The manuscript was not
picked up by the USNI or another publisher
before Rosendahl died anyway, so we are
publishing it ourselves.)
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THE READY ROOM
2007 NAA Reunion –
Lakehurst/Toms River, NJ

As of this moment, and if no extreme glitches
appear on the horizon, we will hold our 2007
reunion in the Lakehurst, NJ, area with our
reunion headquarters situated in the Quality
Inn in Toms River. Breaking somewhat with
tradition, we will hold the reunion mid-week
instead of the weekend – better rates, better
travel schedules, etc. The dates that have
been selected are Tuesday, through Thursday,
September 11, 12 and 13, 2007. Please mark
your calendars now and plan to attend.

Presumably, We will follow the usual agenda
of a “Welcome Aboard” cocktail party on
Tuesday evening, a tour of the Navy
Lakehurst facility on Wednesday and a tour
trip to either Atlantic City for a financial
seminar or to Philadelphia historical areas on
Thursday with our NAA business meeting
sandwiched in somewhere and the banquet on
Thursday evening. Lakehurst is the traditional
and historical home for navy Lighter-Than-
Air. As far as LTA is concerned, Lakehurst
(or NEL, the station ID letters) has been
dormant for nearly 44 years, but early this
year NEL became the home for the first U. S.
Navy airship since 1962. So it does seem
appropriate that we finally make our
pilgrimage to the cradle of LTA for our next
reunion. As a matter of interest the airship
that will be a point of interest for our visit is
an A-170 built by the American Blimp
Company of Eugene, Oregon. The President
of ABC, Mr. Jim Thiel, was our guest speaker
at our 2005 reunion in Portland, OR. For
reference, the A-170 (with a volume of
170,000 cubic feet) falls about midway in size
between the L-ship and G-ship of World War
II days.

– CIRCLE THE DATES SEPTEMBER 11
THROUGH 13 SEPTEMBER 2007 ON
YOUR CALENDAR AND PLAN TO
ATTEND “NAA REUNION 2007 NASL”

-Bob Ashford

Ed. Photo: Past Presidents Herb Biedebach
(left) and Lou Prost at the ’99 NAA Reunion,
Denver, Colorado.

Executive Committee Meeting –
Edgewater, Florida, 9 OCT 06
The next Executive Committee meeting will
be held as scheduled on Monday the 9th of
October 2006. We will meet at the home of
Richard & Debbie Van Treuren in Edgewater,
Florida the morning of the 9th of October.
Don’t worry if you can’t find it on a map, you
can call us if you are lost: 386-345-4208. All
members are encouraged to stop by.

Airship Association
Presentations Available
Noon Balloon’s last Ready Room may not
have reached some of our readers before the
U. K.’s Airship Association's Sixth Inter-
national Convention was held in London on 3
August 2006. The speakers came by invitation
and were from France, Germany, Holland,
Japan, UK, USA and Switzerland. All nine
presentations have been copied to a CD-
ROM. Visit www.airship-association.org and
click The Airship Shop, then cursor down and
click ‘Publications’. The cost is just £5.00 a
copy (plus postage – which depends on where
you live in this world).

–Arnold Nayler, A.A.
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Herman Frazier, AWC, passed away April
14, 2006.

Hubert Allyn “Al” Irwin, 85, passed away 7
JUN 06. A native of Paxton, FL, he retired as
a LCDR following 27 years of service.
Described as the “legal beagle” on
Commodore Cope’s staff, Irwin practiced law
for another 20 years following Navy
retirement. George Allen remembers his
assistance at the 1989 Jacksonville NAA
Reunion. Irwing is survived by his loving
wife Bette Jean of 42 years, 5 children and
more than a dozen grandchildren.

Arne J. Vine, per this letter to the treasurer:
“Please accept the enclosed donation of
$200.00 made in the honor of our father &
proud member of the Naval Airship
Association. our father, Arne J. Vine passed
away May 11, 2006. He was very proud of
his military service including time on Navy's
L.T.A.

Sincerely
The family of Arne J. Vine”

THE BLACK BLIMP                    Final Flights

A local television news report in May 2006 carried the sad news of the deaths of two young men in Tampa, Florida.
Obviously misinformed, the two men hauled down an advertising helium balloon and crawled inside. In the
mistaken belief they would get "high," the nearly pure helium, containing little oxygen, asphyxiated the two young
men, who were found later. The Kennedy Space Center safety course explains it only takes two deep breaths without
oxygen to snuff out a life. All other possible lifting gasses are also used to displace air, so of course would also kill
anyone enveloped in them without an air supply breathing apparatus. (Too many can remember "helium divers" loss
to a malfunctioning air line, hence the practice of constant dialogue or song over the intercom while in the bag.)
Ammonia, when used as a lifting gas, would of course be toxic no one would be tempted to stick his or her head in
the bag. According to the reports on the British R-34's Atlantic crossing in 1919, the stowaway (Ballantine) had to
come out from his hiding place when he became sick following ingestion of hydrogen constantly leaking from the
gas cells. He quickly recovered, showing there was still plenty of oxygen in his interior hiding place.

Reuters reported on July 24th that two British women were killed when a giant inflatable art sculpture broke free
from its moorings and leapt some thirty feet into the air. The accident damaged the ‘Dreamscape’ sculpture, created
by British artist, Maurice Agis, the star attraction at the Riverside Festival at Chester-le-Street, in County Durham,
north-eastern England.
Some 30 people were inside the giant inflatable, comprising brightly colored rooms connected by tunnels. The two
women fell to their deaths. 13 others were injured. Helen Long reports.
Eyewitness Darren Springhall was quoted by Reuters as saying, ''We ran up, and ripped it open, we got three people
out. There were people running. Someone had ripped the other side and they started running out that way, you know

Our late New Zealand member William
Thorrold Jaggard, who passed away last
April, had in his collection the above
postcard flown on a passenger Zeppelin a
matter of days before the ‘Guns of August’
forever changed the world. Bill had been
born on that day. (trivia: 37 years later so was your editor.)

Herman Frazier, AWC, passed away April
14, 2006.

Hubert Allyn “Al” Irwin, 85, passed away 7
JUN 06. A native of Paxton, FL, he retired as
a LCDR following 27 years of service.
Described as the “legal beagle” on
Commodore Cope’s staff, Irwin practiced law
for another 20 years following Navy
retirement. George Allen remembers his
assistance at the 1989 Jacksonville NAA
Reunion. Irwing is survived by his loving
wife Bette Jean of 42 years, 5 children and
more than a dozen grandchildren.

Arne J. Vine, per this letter to the treasurer:
“Please accept the enclosed donation of
$200.00 made in the honor of our father &
proud member of the Naval Airship
Association. our father, Arne J. Vine passed
away May 11, 2006. He was very proud of
his military service including time on Navy's
L.T.A.

Sincerely
The family of Arne J. Vine”

THE BLACK BLIMP                   Final Flights

What I mean. It’s been a bad experience for whoever was inside.”
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DRIFTING TOWARD THE
LIGHTER SIDE OF LTA

A man in a hot air balloon realized he was
lost. He reduced altitude and spotted a
woman below.

He descended a bit more and shouted,
"Excuse me, can you help me? I promised a
friend I would meet him an hour ago, but I
don't know where I am."

The woman below replied, "You're in a hot
air balloon hovering approximately 10
meters above the ground. You're between
33 and 34 degrees South latitude and
between18 and 19 degrees West longitude."

"You must be in Information Technology,"
said the balloonist.

"I am," replied the woman, "How did you
know?"

"Well," answered the balloonist,
"everything you told me is technically
correct, but I've no idea what to make of
your information, and the fact is I'm still
lost. Frankly, you've not been much help at
all. If anything, you've delayed my trip.”

The woman below responded, "You must be
in Management."

"I am," replied the balloonist, "but how did
you know?"

"Well," said the woman, "you don't know
where you are or where you're going. You
have risen to where you are due to a large
quantity of hot air. You made a promise,
which you have no idea how to keep, and
you expect people beneath you to solve your
problems. The fact is you are in exactly the
same position you were in before we met,
but now, somehow, it's my fault." Ω

This is an enlargement of the back cover of
the ‘I & T’ magazine mentioned in ‘Short
Lines.’ Not included in the article was the
suggestion someone made: Howard Hughes
should have bought two blimps and flown
them in side-by-side formation for "The
Outlaw" to have a more visually interesting
(if somewhat suggestive) advertisement.

In another incident involving that buxom
movie star, a radio announcer was caught by
famed “Blooper” chronicler Kermit Shaffer
who recorded him excitedly saying,
"Be sure to see that great new comedy
smash hit, ‘PALFACE,’ staring Bob Hope,
and the lovely Jane Russell. Boy, what a
pair!"

In case we have not yet offended everyone
equally, there is this newspaper item
suggesting caution when considering use of
gaseous fuel for airships…
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L-8 (above) being restored to 1942 condition for Pensacola’s NMNA, compared to the July 1st, 2006   
digital showpiece of Goodyear’s new Spirit of Innovation (below). NMNA photo via Mort Eckhouse, 
Editor’s photo at New Symrna Beach, Florida. 




